Organization of medical care in acute stroke: importance of a good network.
Stroke is a medical emergency which requires hospital care. Therapeutic and effective organizative measures, such as thrombolysis and stroke units, are available, but early attention is required, as the benefits are time dependent (therapeutic window). To achieve this objective, a high level of organization and coordination is required between the various steps of care. The chain of attention in acute stroke (from symptom onset till stroke unit admission) is a complex process. The main points are reviewed: delay in attention, knowledge and attitude towards stroke, emergency transportation, neurological attention, educational campaigns, clinical protocols and pathways, stroke codes, and existing resources for care. The organization must be modified to have the resources for care necessary for attending acute stroke available, if we want to achieve the real objective of maximum benefit for our patients as set out in the Declaration of Helsingborg.